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Welcome to West Jesmond Primary School Early Years.

We are delighted that your child will be joining our school and look forward to working with you throughout
our Reception year to help your child have a happy, secure and purposeful start to their lifelong journey of
learning. We are always excited to meet our new children and to see each and every one of our children

lourish and shine as they discover and explore the world around them.
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QOur Aims

Here at West Jesmond Primary School, we strive to ensure that all children are given a curriculum which is
broad and balanced, promoting their emotional, social, physical and intellectual needs. We create a
stimulating and inviting learning environment where all children’s interests and learning are built upon, with
a focus on play-based learning supported by adults. We wish for all our children to feel safe and secure in
their environment, promoting sel f-con fidence, Lndepmdmce, sel f-esteem and an eagerness to learn. We aim
to work in partnership with you as parents and families, promoting the very best relationship to support
memg We will support all our children in deveLoang their ‘school readiness’ bt_,j the end of ReoeptLon,
equipping them with a broad range of skills and knowledge to take them into Year |.

Our Curriculum

I Reception we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. The curriculum covers 7 areas that
underpm all Future leam‘mg These are divided into three Prime Areas of Leammg, and L4 Spadﬁc Areas

of learning.
The prime areas are:

° E&tson.a.L_SogmLan.d._Em‘olLQde&Mdopm&n.L this involves helping children to develop a positive sense of
themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect or others; to develop social skills
and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have
confidence in their own abilities.

° Com‘m.unli.m.li.nn.jtn.d._La.n,gua‘g&;tth involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich

language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak
and listen in a range of situations.

®  Physical Development; this involves providing opportunities or our children to be active and
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children are helped to

understand the importance of phgstca[ activity, and to make heatthg choices in relation to food.




The specific areas are:

Literacy: this involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write.
We develop children’s early reading and writing using a mixture of Jolly Phonics and the
publication Letters and Sounds. Children are given access to a wide range of reading materials
(books, poems, and, other written materials) to ignite their interest.

Mathematics; this involves providing our children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to
describe shapes, spaces, and measures.

Und.ztshndin.glhzﬂatugthm involves gu.Ld.Lng our children to make sense of their physical world

and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places,
technology and the environment.

Expressive Art and Design; involves enabling our children to explore and play with a wide range of

media and materials, as well as prov’tdmg opportunities and encouragement For shaang their
thou.ghts, ideas and Jceel'mgs throu,gh a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance,

role—ptag, and design and technotogg
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Here at West Jesmond, we aim to create an attractive and stimulating learning environment where children

Jeel confident, secure and challenged. Plag based leamtng is paramount to us and we believe very strongtg in

aLLowLng our children to direct their own lmmtng from camfu.ug pLanned. opportunities provlded bg staff.

Staff pLag alongstde the children, observmg, modeLang and extend.mg their plag 1o prodee challenge and

constant leam'mg opportunities. Our environments are orgamsed well to allow the children to choose equipment

Jor themselves and children are very much encoumged to make decisions as to what theg would like to learn

about, and find the answers to their own questions.

The children have daily access to an indoor and outdoor environment that is set up in discrete areas of

Leammg with pLanned continuous provision. Qutdoor Leammg forms a large part of the Foundation Stage

Curriculum. We optimise our outdoor learning spaces to encourage creative exploration and learning in a

safe and secure area. By giving the children the opportunity to explore the great outdoors, we provide them
with the freedom to move and find out about the world around them.




ésszss'ng and mcking children’s | mtn-mg.

Assessment plays an important part in helping both us as teachers, and you as parents to recognise children’s
progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and support. Ongoing assessment is an integral part
of the learning and development process. Alongside staff monitoring how children work in small group
activities, we also assess the children’s learning by making observations of children throughout their day to
understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations take the form of
photographs, videos, written notes and collecting pieces of the children’s independent work. Looking at these
observations allow us to identify the level of development which the children are working at. We can then use
this to help us shape new learning experience for each child, helping them to move forward in their learning.

At West Jesmond, our observations are collected electronically on ipads, using a program called 2Simple. The
ipads allow us to make observations of the children on-the-go, and collects pictures and notes about each
child from all members of staff, allowing for a wider range of evidence to show how the children are
learning. This program then allows us to share these pictures and observations with you as a parent, via
emails. You can then respond to these, helping us to develop a greater picture of your child, and keeping you
up-to-date with your child’s progress and development. You can also send your own videos, notes and
photographs to let us know any key achievements your child has at home.

At the end of the year, all of these observations and assessments, as well as information anu.tted bg you as
a parent, are looked at together and the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. The Profile prodees
parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge,
understanding and abilities and their progress against expected levels in each of the seven areas. The profile
aims to give a dear picture of the level each child is working at and their readiness for Year | In cach area
of learning, the children will be assessed as being emerging (working towards a. level appropriate for their
age), expected (working at a level appropriate or their age) or exceeding (working at a level above the
expected for their age). This information will be shared with you on your child’s end of year report, and
will be the basis for a discussion with the Year | teachers. However, you will be kept constantly up to date
throughout the year on how your child is progressing and be part of discussions on how to help and support
their learning at home (see section Communicating with Parents below)

Communicating with Parents and Carers;

CommunLcoLthg with you as parents and families is very important to us as discussions between home and
school promote children’s successful learning and development. Here at West Jesmond Primary, we

communicate with our parents in lots of ways to keep you up—to—date:

e  2Simple emails and learning journals — as described above, teachers and staff will regularly send
you emails showing you special learning moments for your child. These observations may be of
someth'mg new theg have tried and enjoged, show a piece of work or creation that theg were
especially proud of, or to show a real move forward in their learning (for example, writing their
name by themselves for the first time). The Learning Journals will be available for you to share
and will be sent home at the end of the year as a keepsake. You can also contribute your own

observations.

®  Speech Bubbles — blank speech bubbles are sent home regularly for you to fill in at home and send
back in for your child to share with us in school. These are an opportunity for you to tell us spedal
things that have happened at home, such as your child riding their bike For the first time by

themselves, or en joying a j:amllg occasion such as Diwali or a V\/edd,LngA These give the children a




personal talking point about themselves, helping them to describe and explain their own individual

experiences and what makes them special.

Workshops and. in-class sessions — throughout the Year in Reception, we run workshops for parents
to help give support and advice on how best you can practise key skills with your child at home.
These include;

I A reading workshop which outlines how we teach early reading skills and how to bring
reading to life or your child. This workshop for adults is then followed with an in-class
session. where you can waich staff teaching the children, then work alongside your child in
cass trying out lots of fun reading activities.

2. A writing workshop which outlines the principles of Jolly Phonics, early writing skills and
how to promote mark-making and writing for all children. This workshop for adults is
then followed with an in-cass session where you can watch staff teaching the children,
then work alongside your child in dass trying out lots of different writing activities.

3. A maths workshop which outlines how to promote maths through fun, practical activities

and what expectations we have from our Receptlon children regardmg their mathematical

skills. This workshop Jor adults is then followed with an in-class session where you can
watch staff teaching the children, then work alongside your child in dass using the

different mathematical equipment.

Receptlon Week Ahead notice — each week we will let you know what we will be Leammg about in
school, as well as the stories we will be reading, and ideas for things you can practise at home with
your child. This is aLwags very helpful when we cover topics like Spaoe, where you can then follow

that up with family trips to a museum, or reading space books at home.

Our Learning Journey Board — outside of the Reception classes, there is a large notice board where
we will dLspLag photos of all the Lovelg th'mgs we have done that week. This is alwags nice for you to
see, and a good chance to promote discussion between you and your child as to what they have been

domg at school.

Stay and Play Afternoons — each term we open our Reception up to parents and carers Jor them to
come and en joy an afternoon playing alongside their child in our environment. During these
afternoons, it is your opportunity to see how your child is develop'mg in their environment, how theg
are working alongside their peers and also an opportunity to watch staff interact with the children
and extend and challenge their learning through play.

Home School Diary — this is an extremely useful tool of communication between us. We check the
diaries every day, so i you have a message or question, please write in the diary and we will

mspond stmlght away. [t is also a great way for us to pop reminders and notes regard'mg your

child, so please check them every night at home.




e Special Occasions — in Reception, we have lots of different special events and afternoons linked to
our different topics, and we en joy inviting parents to come in and celebrate them with us. For
example, we would love you to come and watch our Easter Bonnet Parade in the Spring, or come
and make a story-box with your child when we learn about traditional tales, or even come in and

make a special pair of Alien Underpantsl

e Parent Experts — we are very lucky here at West Jesmond and have a. range of parents with all
sorts of skills and interests. We love to have parents or family members come into school and share
their expertise with the children — it may be that you are a dentist and talk to the children about
dental hgnge, it may be that you love to scuba-dive and can show the children pictures of
underwater wonders you have discovered, or even if you love to bake cakes and would like to cook
with the children! The children are always so proud when family come in to help, and special

talents and skills are much appredated. and utilised!
The S Dau in Receoti
e  Classroom doors open at 8 4Sam ready for school to start at 8.50am.

Entry into dassrooms will be through the glass doors linked to our Reception soft play area. Please wait
outside the black railing until the doors have been opened, as often we will have set the play area up with
resources and equipment before the day starts. The adult dropping off their child must stay with them until
the dassroom door is open and hand them over to the cdass teacher, please do not leave them with older

siblings in the school.

Each day, children will need to bring in their school book bag, their Home School Diary and a named water
bottle. In the winter, theg will need sensible warm doth'mg and footwear, and in the summer, a sun hat and
sun cream. When theg come into class, children will be asked to hang their coat on their named peg, put
their bag into their named drawer, and put their Home-School DLarg into the basket for us to check. We
encourage the children to become very independent with these tasks and they become very familiar with this

morning routine.




®  Morning snack of fruit/vegetables and milk or water.

Please make sure that you have completed the Cool Milk registration online to ensure your child receives milk
i you would like them to, and that you have filled in the Fruit Scheme letter saying you would like them to
have a piece of free fruit each day. If your child has an allergy to any particular fruit or vegetable, we
will of course make sure that theg do not eat angthmg they shouldn't. Children who will not be having milk,
will be able to drink from their water bottle. (Please label water bottle dlearly with children’s names).

e Lunch is between 11.30 and 12.00

I the mornings, children will be shown the menu for the school lunches, and they can choose what they
would like to eat that day by dicking on a photograph. Each day there is an option for both meat eaters and
vegetarians. There are 3 or L+ options each day, S0 your child will be able to find someth'mg theg like.
Children can then also choose salad from the salad bar to go with their meal, and then choose a pudding.

The school meal menus are displayed around school if you would like to know what the choices will be in
advance. Reception children will go first into the hall for lunch when they begin school, so they will have the
time and space to get used to the new routine before older children join them in the hall at 12.00. All
Reception staff and lunchtime supervisors will be on hand to help the children, as well as encouraging and
checking that children are eating enough. Children having a. school lunch will wear a small sticker indicating
any dLetarg/ Food requirements you would like for your child (such as no meat, no d.aLrg), and theg will be
given a lunch to match. Children having a packed lunch will sit together in the hall and will also be helped
by staff to make sure they can open all the packages and that they eat the lunch you have given them.

e PE

Reception children will have 2 PE slots per week, where we will take part in a range of lessons to build skills
and fitness. We also have some sports specialists who come into school to run Football and Multi-Skills. As
such, your child will need a PE kit as soon as they begin school. The details of uniform and PE kit are in
your Parent Information pack. Please could PE kits be named dearly, and placed in a school draw-string
bag, which stays on the child’s peg.

=

3 y ; (/.’ =S
e ,A,‘;H’




e The day finishes at 3.15 for Reception children.

We will open the glass classroom doors at 3.5 ready For you to pick up your child. Please wait behind the
black railing until we have done so, as children can become distracted if they see their Jcamllg at the
windows.

We will ask the children to remain seated in class until we call their name and match them to their adult.
Please can we ask that you are patient as it may take us a little while to match adults to children and it is
paramount that the children leave with the correct adult.

As the weeks progress, we will become familiar with the adults that ragu.lar[g pick up each child and we will
be happg to let the children go with those peopl& However-, you must inform us if someone unfamiliar or

different is picking up your child on a particular day, as staff cannot allow children to leave with someone
if they are unaware of the change. The best way to do this is to write the details on the "Who Is Picking Me
Up' sheet displayed. on your child’s dassroom door, or to write a brief note in your child’s home school d.Lary.

Class teachers are alwags available at the beg'mnlng and end of the day for a qu.'tck message oF answering a
question you would like to ask, but we do ask that if you have something you would like to discuss in more

depth, that you make a separate appointment to come in and chat.

All of the Early Years staff at West Jesmond very much look forward to working
with you and your child and aim to make this transition into school as smooth. as possible.
Please do not hesitate to contact school and speak to a member of the Reoeptlon team if you

have any Further questions.

Contact Details:
School Office - Ol4l 281 0000

Email — of fice@west jesmond. .newcastle sch.uk
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