
Progression in Calculations.     Y1 
Addition. 
Year 1  

The Addition Symbol 
Children are introduced to the addition symbol (+) for the 
first time. They combine this with the ‘equal to’ symbol (=) 
to create their first number sentences e.g. 3+2=5. 
 
At this stage, children focus on a specific order to the 
numbers sentence (a+b=c) 
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Fact Families – Addition Facts  
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Children build on initial number sentences by looking at 
addition fact families. They can see that the order of an 
addition sentence can be varied, and they begin to discover 
that addition is commutative. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Number Bonds within 10 

Children combine their knowledge of the part-whole model 
and addition facts to explore number bonds within 10. 
Starting with the whole, children break numbers into parts 
and explore how many different ways a number can be 

partitioned. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Systematic Number Bonds 
Children apply their partitioning skills to work systematically 
starting with the whole. E.g.  
7+0=7 
6+1=7 
5+2=7 
4+3=7 
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Add Together 
Children will use a part-whole model to understand the 
concept of addition. They should be accurately using the ‘+’ 
and ‘=’ symbols. 
 
Children should also become familiar with language related 
to addition such as ‘total’ and ‘altogether.’ 
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