
Progression in Calculations.     Y4 
Multiplication. 
Year 4  

Multiply 3 Numbers 
Children are introduced to the ‘Associative Law’ to multiply 
3 numbers. This law focuses on the idea that it doesn’t 
matter how we group numbers when we multiply. 
e.g. 4x5x2=(4x5)=20x2=40 or 4x5x2=4x(5x2)=4x10=40 
They link this idea to commutativity and see that we can 
change the order of the numbers to group them more 
efficiently. e.g. 4x2x5=(4x2)x5=8x5=40 
 
 
 

 
 

Multiply 2-digits by 1-digit 
Children build on their understanding of formal 
multiplication from Year 3 to move to the formal short 
multiplication method. 
Children use their knowledge of exchanging ten ones for 
one ten in addition and apply this to multiplication, including 
exchanging multiple groups of tens. They use place value 
counters to support understanding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Progression in Calculations.     Y4 
Multiplication. 

Multiply 3-digits by 1-digit 
Children build on previous steps to represent a three-digit 
number multiplied by a one-digit number with concrete 
manipulatives. Children continue to exchange groups of ten 
ones for tens and record this in a written method. 

 
 

 

  
  

  
 
 

  
 

  

  

  

  
 


