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1. Can you label the four countries and capital cities of the UK on the map?

2. Where do you live? If you're based in the UK, add an extra label to show this too.

Extend it! 
What are each of the four countries of the UK famous for? Can you name a place or person 
linked to each?

UK Countries and Capitals 

Check Oddizzi's 
map or an atlas if   
you're not sure!

Do you know the 
names of the UK's 

countries and  
capitals? 

Oddizzi - UK Map and Worksheet Pack © 2015
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The United Kingdom is a 
country in Europe.

People call it ‘the UK’ for short.

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh Castle  is built on a big rock. It is 
called Castle Rock.

The United Kingdom

Edinburgh Castle

Buckingham Palace

Ben Nevis

countriescapital castle villages

© Oddizzi Guided Reading 2015

cities

Each of these smaller countries has its 
own flag and capital city.

Key words:

The highest mountain in the UK is Ben 

Nevis. It is in Scotland. 

There are four smaller countries inside the 
UK: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.

The capital of England is London. This is 
where the Queen lives.

There are many cities, towns and  villages in 
the UK. 

The United Kingdom

Image Credits: Thinkstock/Getty Images
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Guided Reading – The UK Discussion Sheet 

Before Reading – Prediction activity 

Ask your students these questions before and after reading the text. Have students skim the text to 

help with prediction before reading.  

Statement Before     Reading 
    Yes                 No 

  After    Reading 
     Yes               No 

A. The United Kingdom is a country.     

B. The Queen lives in England.       
 

C. There are only cities in the United Kingdom.     
 

D. There are castles in the United Kingdom.    
 

 

During Reading – Help with pronunciation, understanding and decoding. 

 

After Reading – Have students complete the following activities on an erasable white board or on a 

blank sheet of paper. Students should share responses after each question. You can document 

responses below. 

1. Name one country in the United Kingdom. 

2. What is the capital of England? 

3. Write a new word you have learned in this text. (Check spelling) 

4. Name one physical feature found in the United Kingdom.  

 

Notes: 



Comprehension Activity 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Finish the sentences. 

1. The United Kingdom is a country in ______________________. 

2. The highest mountain in the UK is _______________________. 

 

Tick the answer.  

3.  How many countries are there in the UK? 

4    8 

2    1 

 

4.  The capital of England is…  

  Paris    London 

  Leeds    Edinburgh  
 
 
Answer the question below.  
 

5.  Why do you think Edinburgh Castle is built on a big rock? 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Tell Odd one thing you know about the United Kingdom. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
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capital          villages          countries          Castle 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

1. Draw lines to fix the broken sentences. 

   
2. Name the four countries inside the UK.  

 
_________________________ _________________________ 
 
_________________________ _________________________ 
 
3. The capital letters and full stop are missing. Put them back in. 

the capital of england is london 

 

______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Choose a word from the box to finish the sentences.  

 
 

 

Edinburgh ____________________________ is built on a big rock. 
 
There are many cities, towns and __________________________ 
in the UK.   

The United Kingdom is 

called 

Edinburgh Castle is built    

on a  

big rock. 

the UK for short.   

London.  

The capital of England is  
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UNITED KINGDOM

The UK is in northern Europe

Seven Sisters chalk cliffs, South 
Downs

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland is in northern Europe. 

The UK is its shorter name! 

The UK  has lots of green countryside, national 
parks, rivers and mountains. 

Here are some of the most famous physical 
features: the South Downs, with its white cliffs, 
the Lake District and the Scottish Highlands. 

The United Kingdom has many cities, including 
London and Edinburgh. They are home to  
cathedrals, shopping centres and parks. 

There are also lots of smaller towns and villages 
across the country. The UK has many castles too.

Where is the UK?

One country or four?

Physical features

Duart Castle, Isle of Mull, Scotland

Human features

The United Kingdom is made up of four smaller 
countries: 
• England
• Scotland

• Wales
• Northern Ireland

They each have their own football teams, flags 
and governments. The UK’s Prime Minister is 
the person in charge. The Queen is the Head 
of State.

Image Credit © Thinkstock/Getty Images
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UNITED KINGDOM

Key words: 

Red deer

Sikh men wear a turban as 
part of their faith

There are many types of wild animals in the UK. 
Bats, badgers, foxes, rabbits and river otters can 
all be found in England. In Scotland lives the red 
deer, it is a large mammal with  huge antlers.

Animals and birds

Many cultures

Over 64 million people live in the United Kingdom. 
Many of these have strong links to other countries 
around the world. People in their family may live 
abroad. 

    castles              cathedrals              cities             countries            cultures          

freedom        religion       speech        

In the UK, people enjoy the right to freedom of speech. This means that by law 
everyone has the right to say what they think.

Some people living in the UK follow cultural 
traditions, like wearing clothing, that are linked to  
their religion. 

There are more than 500 different types of birds 
to spot in the UK. The robin, blackbird and magpie 
are all common birds. 

There are even wild, green parrots in South London and Surrey!

Image Credit © Thinkstock/Getty Images
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UNITED KINGDOM

The UK is in northern Europe

Seven Sisters chalk cliffs, South 
Downs

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland is in northern Europe. It is just 
34 km (21 miles) across the English Channel from 
France. The UK is its shorter name! 

The UK is well-known for its green countryside, 
national parks and mountains. These places are 
visited by millions of tourists each year. 

You might have heard of some of the most 
famous: the South Downs, with its white cliffs, the 
Lake District, Snowdonia and the Scottish 
Highlands. 

The United Kingdom has many cities, including 
London, Canterbury and Edinburgh. They are 
home to grand cathedrals, busy shopping centres 
and large parks. There are also many thousands of 
smaller towns and villages across the country. The 
UK has historic castles too.

Where is the UK?

One country or four?

Physical features

Duart Castle, Isle of Mull, Scotland

Human features

The United Kingdom is made up of four smaller 
countries: 
• England
• Scotland

• Wales
• Northern Ireland

They each have their own football and rugby 
teams, flags, governments and school rules. 
The UK’s Prime Minister is the person in charge. 
The Queen is the Head of State.

Image Credit © Thinkstock/Getty Images
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UNITED KINGDOM

Key words: 

Red deer

Sikh men wear a turban as part of 
their faith

There are many different types of wild animals 
in the UK today. Bats, badgers, foxes, rabbits 
and river otters can all be found in England. In 
Scotland lives the red deer. It is a large mammal 
with impressive antlers.

Animals and birds

Many cultures

Over 64 million people live in the United Kingdom. 
Many of these have strong links to other countries 
around the world. 

cathedrals        castles       cities               countries        cultures          

   freedom        religion       speech                 tourists  

In the UK, people enjoy the right to freedom of speech. This means that by law 
everyone has the right to say what they think.

Some people living in the UK follow cultural 
traditions, like wearing clothing, that are linked to  
their religion. 

There are more than 500 different types of birds to spot in the UK. The robin, 
blackbird and magpie are all common birds.  There are even wild, green parrots in 
South London and Surrey!

Image Credit © Thinkstock/Getty Images



C
h

eck Y
o

u
r U

n
d

e
rstan

d
in

g –
 U

n
ited

 K
in

g
d

o
m

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

©
 O

d
d

izzi G
u

id
ed

 R
ead

in
g 2

0
1

5
 

  

1. 
W

h
ich

 sen
ten

ces are tru
e an

d
 w

h
ich

 are false?  
Tick th

e an
sw

er.  
 Se

n
te

n
ce

 
Tru

e
 

False 
Th

e
 U

n
ited

 K
in

gd
o

m
 is 

kn
o

w
n

 as ‘th
e U

K
’ fo

r sh
o

rt. 


 
 

D
avid

 C
am

ero
n

 is H
ead

 o
f 

State.   
 

 

Th
e

 En
glish

 C
h

an
n

el is 
b

etw
een

 th
e U

K
 an

d
 Fran

ce.   
 

 

O
ver 6

4 m
illio

n
 p

eo
p

le live
 in

 
th

e U
K

. 
 

 

Th
e

 ro
b

in
 is a rare b

ird
 in

 th
e 

U
K

. 
 

 
 

 
2. 

N
am

e th
e fo

u
r co

u
n

tries th
at m

ake u
p

 th
e U

K
. 

 _
______________

__
___

__
_      _____

__
__

__
_

___
__

__
____

_      

 _
___________________

__
_      _____

__
__

__
_

___
___

__
___

_      

 

3. 
W

h
at d

o
e

s free
d

o
m

 o
f sp

ee
ch

 m
ean

? 

_______________________
____

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 

_______________________
____

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 

 

4. 
W

h
ich

 o
f th

ese h
u

m
an

 featu
res fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e U

K
 is th

e o
ld

est? 

Tick th
e an

sw
er.  

 

sh
o

p
p

in
g cen

tres 
 

 
p

arks 

 

cath
ed

rals 
 

 
 

castles 

 

5. 
D

raw
 an

 an
im

al th
at lives in

 th
e U

K
.  

 
  

   

6. 
 

 

_______________________
____

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 

_______________________
____

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 

 
__________________________________________________ 

Exten
sio

n
 A

ctivity
: Im

agin
e

 yo
u

 are o
n

 h
o

lid
ay in

 th
e 

U
n

ited
 K

in
gd

o
m

. W
rite a p

o
stcard

 to
 O

d
d

 an
d

 Izzi tellin
g 

th
em

 all ab
o

u
t th

e U
K

.  

Tell m
e, O

d
d

, o
n

e th
in

g
 yo

u
 h

a
ve lea

rn
ed

 

a
b

o
u

t th
e U

K
 th

a
t yo

u
 d

id
n

’t kn
o

w
 b

efo
re. 

kn
o

w
b

efo
re. 

 



V
o

cab
u

lary B
u

ild
er – U

n
ited

 K
in

g
d

o
m

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

©
 O

d
d

izzi G
u

id
ed

 R
ead

in
g 2

0
1

5
 

  

1. 
W

rite th
e sh

o
rter n

am
e fo

r th
e U

n
ited

 K
in

gd
o

m
 o

f G
reat 

B
ritain

 an
d

 N
o

rth
ern

 Irelan
d

. __
_____

__
__

__
____

__
__ 

   

2. 
Fin

d
 tw

o
 ad

je
ctives u

sed
 to

 d
escrib

e
 an

y o
f th

e U
K

’s p
h

ysical 

featu
res. 

   _
___________________

___
 &

 ___
___

__
_

_
__

____
__

__
___      

 

3. 
D

raw
 a lin

e to
 lin

k each
 key w

o
rd

 to
 its d

efin
itio

n
.  

     Term
s 

 
 

 
   D

efin
itio

n
s 

 
4. 

C
ircle th

e ad
jectives an

d
 u

n
d

erlin
e th

e n
o

u
n

s b
elo

w
. 

a) Th
e

re are lo
ts o

f sm
all to

w
n

s an
d

 b
ig cities in

 th
e U

K
. 

b
) Th

e
 red

 d
ee

r is fo
u

n
d

 in
 Sco

tlan
d

.  

5. 
C

h
o

o
se tw

o
 o

f th
e ke

y w
o

rd
s b

elo
w

 an
d

 w
rite a n

ew
 

sen
ten

ce fo
r e

ach
. 

 

b
ad

gers            co
u

n
trysid

e            Q
u

een
            p

arks 

W
o

rd
 

Sen
ten

ce
 

Exa
m
p
le: Q

u
e

en
 

Th
e

 Q
u

ee
n

 lives in
 B

u
ckin

gh
am

 P
alace. 

 
 ____________________________

___
_

 
 ________________________________

 
  

 
 ________________________________

 
 ________________________________

 
  

 

6. 
M

ake
 th

e
 sen

ten
ce b

elo
w

 m
o

re d
escrip

tive
. 

A
 ro

b
in

 is a b
ird

. 
 _________________

__
__

____
_

__
__

___ 
  _________________________________________________ 

 

C
ath

ed
rals  

 C
ity 

P
rim

e M
in

ister 

A
 large settlem

e
n

t w
h

ere 

lo
ts o

f p
eo

p
le live

 

Th
e p

erso
n

 in
 ch

arge o
f 

th
e

 co
u

n
try 

Large, stro
n

g ch
u

rch
es  

 



Exp
lo

re Text Featu
res 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

©
 O

d
d

izzi G
u

id
ed

 R
ead

in
g 2

0
1

5
 

  

1. 
W

h
at typ

e o
f text is th

is? H
o

w
 d

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

?  

C
o

m
p

lete th
e sen

ten
ces. 

 Th
is is a(n

) _________________________
__

__
_ text. I kn

o
w

 

th
is b

ecau
se __

___
__

__
____

__
__

___
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 

______________
__

____
__

__
___

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

 

2. 
W

h
at is th

e m
ain

 title o
f th

e text? 

 

3. 
Fin

d
 a su

b
title an

d
 co

p
y it b

elo
w

. 

   

4. 
H

o
w

 d
o

 th
e su

b
titles h

elp
 yo

u
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e text? 

Su
b

titles h
elp

 m
e u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e text b

ecau
se __

____
__

__
_

 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

5. 
D

raw
 a n

ew
 p

ictu
re an

d
 w

rite a cap
tio

n
 fo

r it.  

 
  

      

 

6. 
W

h
y are cap

tio
n

s in
clu

d
ed

 gen
erally b

elo
w

 p
ictu

res? 

_______________________
____

____
__

__
__

____
__

__
____

_ 
 _______________________

____
____

__
__

__
____

__
__

____
_ 

 
7. 

C
reate yo

u
r o

w
n

 ke
y w

o
rd

s! C
h

o
o

se five w
o

rd
s  

fro
m

 th
e text th

at yo
u

 th
in

k are very im
p

o
rtan

t.   
  



^ Fur seals rest on the


