
Progression in Calculations.     Y6 
Division. 
Year 6  

2-digit divisors 
Children build on their understanding 
of dividing up to 4-digits by 1-digit by 
now dividing by up to two digits. They 
use the short division method and 
focus on the grouping structure of 
division. 
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Division using factors 
Children use their number sense, 
specifically their knowledge of factors, 
to be able to see the relationship 
between the dividend (number being 
divided) and the divisor (number that 
the dividend is being divided by). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Long Division (1) 
Children are introduced to long 
division as a different method of 
dividing by a 2-digit number. 
 
They divide 3-digit numbers by a 2-
digit number without remainders, 
starting with a more expanded method 
(with multiples shown), before 
progressing to the more formal long 
division method. 
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Long Division (2) 
Building on using long division with 3-
digit numbers, children divide 4-digit 
numbers by 2-digits using the long 
division method. 
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Long Division (3) 
Children now divide using long 
division where answers have 
remainders. After dividing, they check 
that the remainder is smaller than the 
divisor. 
 

 

Long Division (4) 
Children now divide four-digit numbers 
using long division where their 
answers have remainders. After 
dividing, they check that their 
remainder is smaller than their divisor. 
 
Children start to understand when 
rounding is appropriate to use for 
interpreting the remainder and when 
the context means that it is not 
applicable. 
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