
Progression in Calculations.     Y5 
Subtraction. 
Year 5  

Subtract More than 4-digits 
Building on Year 4 experience, children use their 
knowledge of subtracting using the formal column method 
to subtract numbers with more than four digits. Children will 
be focusing on exchange and will be concentrating on the 
correct place value. 
It is important that children know when an exchange is and 
isn’t needed. Children need to experience 0 as a 
placeholder. 

 
Children will be confident with the formal method of 
decomposition, which can be modelled with place value 
counters to enhance their understanding. 
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